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Holiday Thoughts by  
Rabbi Simon Benzaquen  “Purim 
Purim Lanu Pessah en la mano” 
 

Rabbi Benzaquen has shared some thoughts on 
the meanings and messages of Passover.  
Visit magaindavid.com/Passover and scroll 
down for the link. 
 
 
 
 

Seder at Magain David 
Led by Rabbi Simon Benzaquen 
 
1st Night Seder, March 30, 8:15pm 
2nd Night Seder, March 31, 8:30pm 
 
The synagogue will feature Passover seders 
each night, March 30th and 31th, open to the 
community.   
We are pleased to be led in the seder this year 
by Rabbi Benzaquen, and joined by Mrs. 
Benzaquen, and Rabbi and Mrs. David. 
$75 per adult per seder  
$30 per child  -   Children under five free 
 
SPACE IS LIMITED. PLEASE RSVP via the website 
http://www.magaindavid.com/seder-reservations.html  
 
or via an email to info@magaindavid.com 
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Shabbat Hagadol – March 23-24th 
Please join us at Magain David for services and the special reading for 
the Shabbat preceding Passover. 

 
 Friday afternoon Mincha and Kabalat Shabbat begin at 6:30pm. 
 Shacharit begins at 9am with Torah reading at 11am. 

 
Lunch after services is sponsored by Chanah and Michael Piotrkowski, 
in memory of Chanah’s father, Avigdor Yosef ben Zvi Hirsh z”l. 
 
 

Ta’Anit B’Chorim - Fast of the first born son 
March 30th  – 6:45am at Magain David 
    
Ta’anit B’chorim will be on Friday, March 30th.  Any first born male is to 
fast. If a boy is too young to fast, his father should fast for his son. 
However a man can absolve himself from fasting by participating in 
Seudat Mitzvah. A Seudah for a Bar Mitzvah, Brit Milah and/or finishing 
a book from the Talmud is a Seudat Mitzvah. 
 
This year, we are still seeking someone to finish a book from the 
Talmud, and a meal following services. If there is no one available, we 
will not have the meal.  
Please check our website and emails for updates in the coming days for 
confirmation, or call us at 415-752-9095. 
 
 

Shmura Matzah 
Hand made shmura matzah is available for sale for $20/box. Contact 
Rabbi Orel David at Rabbi@magaindavid.com to order.  
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Complete Schedule of Passover Services 
 
All services unless otherwise noted will be held at Magain David. 
 
We are pleased to be led by Rabbi Benzaquen on the first days of the 
holidays. 
 

Friday, March 30 Saturday, March 31 Sunday, April 1 
Ta’anit B’Chorim 
Shacharit: 6:45am 
at Magain David 
 

Shabbat / First Day  
Shacharit: 9:00am 
at Magain David 
followed by a luncheon 

Second Day 
Shacharit: 9:00am 
at Magain David 
followed by a luncheon 

 
First Night 
candles: 7:13pm 
 
Mincha/Arvit: 6:30pm 
at Magain David 
 
followed by a seder at 
8pm. please RSVP 

 
Second Night 
Mincha/Arvit: 7:30pm 
at Magain David 
 

followed by a seder at 
8:30pm. please RSVP 
 

Shabbat ends: 8:12pm 
 
Evening omer Count: 1 

 
Mincha/Arvit: 6:45pm 
at Magain David 
 
 
 
 
Yom Tov ends: 8:12pm 
 
Evening omer count: 2 

 
Monday, April 2 Tuesday, April 3 Wednesday, April 4 

Day 3 – Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit: 6:45am 
at Anshey Sfard 
Evening omer count: 3 

Day 4 – Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit: 6:45am 
at Magain David 
Evening omer count: 4 

Day 5 – Chol Hamoed 
Shacharit: 6:45am 
at Magain David 
Evening omer count: 5 
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Thursday, April 5 Friday, April 6 Saturday, April 7 
Day 6 – Erev Chag 
 Shacharit: 6:45am 
at Anshey Sfard 
 

Seventh Day 
Shacharit: 9am 
at Magain David 
 

Shabbat / Eighth Day 
Shacharit: 9am 
at Magain David 
followed by a luncheon 

 
Seventh Night 
Candles: 7:18pm 
 
Mincha/Arvit: 7:15pm 
at Magain David 
followed by a meal 
 
Evening omer count: 6 

 
Eighth Night 
Candles: 7:19pm 
 
Mincha/Arvit: 6:30pm 
at Magain David 
followed by a meal 
 
Evening omer count: 7 

 
Mincha/ Motzei 
Shabbat: 7pm 
at Magain David 
 
Shabbat and Yom Tov 
ends: 8:19pm 
 
Evening omer count: 8 
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Summary of the Main Laws of Pessah 
The following are by Rabbi Ezran and copied from previous bulletins 
 

1. The Shabbat before Pessah is called Shabat Hagadol – the Big Shabbat. 
This title is used to indicate that the Jewish people enjoyed complete 
freedom from the Egyptian enslavement a whole week before they 
actually left Egypt. The custom today is to dedicate Shabbat Hagadol to 
review the laws and the customs of the Holiday. 
 

2. Only five grains – Wheat, Barley, Spelt, Oat and Rye -become Hametz 
after they come in contact with water for more than 18 minutes and 
are not baked by then. The conclusion from this definition of Hametz is 
that rice, beans, corn, and garbanzo are not and cannot be Hametz. A 
person who does not eat those items on Pessah is following a custom- 
and only a custom- and not the Jewish law. 

 
3. To eliminate the possibility that a grain of wheat is in the rice we check 

the rice three times. Sometimes the rice is ‘coated’ with starch 
therefore we must rinse the rice several times before we use it in 
Pessah. If the family tradition is not to eat these items in Passover, a 
person should follow the family tradition. 

 
4. Medicine – In a life threatening illness a person is allowed to use any 

medicine that the doctor prescribes even if it does contain Hametz. If 
the illness is NOT life threatening a person can consume medicine that 
has hametz ingredients only if the medicine is not tasty and it is 
swallowed without chewing. 
 

5. Beauty Aids, including toothpaste, may be used in Pessah regardless of 
their ingredients if they were bought before Pessah. The same is 
correct for glue and shoe polishing materials. 
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6. One is permitted to buy the following items BEFORE Pessah and use 
them during Pessah, even if they do not have a special Kasher LePessah 
symbol.  

a. 100% pure orange juice, 100% pure apple juice, and 100% pure 
Kosher grape juice, so long they have no additional ingredients 

b. 100% pure corn oil 
c. 100% pure natural honey and pure natural jelly 
d. Cottage cheese without any additional ingredients. 
e. Milk  

 
7. Hametz which is going to be consumed after Pessah should be sold to a 

Goy through the synagogue. The form of selling the Hametz is attached 
and it should be completed and sent to the synagogue by March 30th. 

  
8. The time for checking Hametz is on Thursday night, March 29th after 

nightfall. Ten pieces of bread wrapped with paper should be put in 
different corners of the house. Using the light of only one candle, a 
person recites the Beracha – Al Biur Hametz. After checking for Hametz 
throughout the house, the blessing “Kol Hamira Vahamia” is said. 

 
9. The ten wrapped pieces of bread and Hametz, which is left over, should 

be burnt not later than Friday at 11:59 AM. After burning Hametz –the 
blessing Kol Hamira Vahamia is recited. 

 
10. The last time to eat Hametz on Friday is at 10:45 AM.  

Hametz should be burnt, on the same day, by 11:59 AM.  
A person is not allowed to eat or to enjoy Hametz in any way, like 
feeding it to a pet or selling it, after 1:14 PM. 
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11. A person who did not check for Hametz on Thursday Night should 
check for it on Friday. If they do not check before then it should be 
checked on the first possible opportunity during Pessah. 

 
12. If a person does not plan to be at his home during Pessah and he 

leaves his home less than thirty days before the Holiday, he should 
check for Hametz, with the ten pieces of wrapped bread and one 
candle, the night before he leaves.  
However the blessing of Al Beur Hametz and Kol Hamira is not said. Kol 
Hamira should be recited on the eve of Pessah even if the person is not 
at his home. 

 
13. Maot Hitttim.  A sacred custom obligates each member of the 

community to contribute – according to his or her best ability – money 
for the poor for Pessah. This money is dedicated to answer their needs 
and to enable them to celebrate the holiday properly. 

 
14. The Sedarim are celebrated on the first and second nights of Pessah, 

Friday March 30th and Saturday March 31st. A person should recline to 
his or her left side when eating the Haroseth, the Korech,  the Matzah 
after the blessing of Hamotzi, and when drinking the four cups of wine. 
Reclining emphasizes the fact of freedom on Pessah. We do not recline 
during the eating of the maror alone. 

 
15. Counting of the Omer will begin on Saturday night – March 31st – the 

second night of Pessah. 
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Eruv Tavshilin 
 
This year, during the second half of Pessah, Shabbat falls on the last day of the 
holiday. Each person who wishes to prepare food for that Shabbat during the day 
before, the seventh day of Pessah, must create an eruv tavshilin.  
It is preferred that each individual make their own eruv tavshilin, but if one forgets to 
make one, he or she may nevertheless cook on Friday for the Shabbat on the 
strength of the eruv prepared by the Rabbi of the community. (source: Ben Ish Hai) 
The guidance below is from The Book of Our Heritage by Eliahu Kitov. 
 
 
An eruv tasvshilin is a halachic device that allows one to cook food on the Festival for 
use on the Shabbat that immediately follows it. The idea of the eruv is this: the Sages 
banned cooking on a Festival for Shabbat, so that it not mislead a person into cooking 
on a Festival for a weekday. However if one prepared a cooked food for Shabbat the 
day before the Festival, it is then permissible to continue cooking it during the 
Festival: for then it is considered that he has begun all his cooking for Shabbat on the 
day before the Festival, and now he is only completing his work. With this, he will 
have a reminder: if it is forbidden to simply cook on a Festival for Shabbat, how much 
more certainly is it forbidden to cook on the Festival for the weekdays. And this is 
why it is called an eruv, “a mixture” – it “mixes together” the cooking for Shabbat 
with cooking for the Festival and it all becomes a single activity. 

This eruv consists of a challah or two matzot – at least 2 ounces - and a cooked food 
such as meat, fish or a hard-boiled egg. The eruv tavshilin is set aside for Shabbat, and 
the appropriate blessing is said:  

Baruch ata… asher kidishanu bemitzvotav vetzivanu al mitzvat eruv. 

 Then the following is recited: 
 With this eruv, it shall be permitted for us to back, cook and light fire and do 
all that is necessary for Yom Tov for use on a Shabbat. 

The eruv is then kept until Shabbat. Among many communities, it is customary to use 
the challah or matzah as lechem mishneh, one of the two loaves of bread at the 
Shabbat table.  
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Sephardic Kashrut Guide 
Rabbi Orel David has made available to the congregation a list of kosher 
products for the Sephardic tradition. 
You can find the full list on the Magain David website, or at this link:   
 https://goo.gl/FahBKS 
 

If you have any questions, please email Rabbi@magaindavid.com  
or call Rabbi David at 425-306-6146. 
 
 

Guide to Passover from the Vaad of Seattle 
 

Rabbi Simon Benzaquen has thoughtfully pointed us to the guide to 
Passover from the Vaad of Seattle. This compendium includes: 

 Pessah laws and customs 
 Chametz definitions and rules 
 Product List for Passover for Sephardim and Ashkenazim 

 Kitchen Preparation 

 Selected Laws and Custom of the Seder 
 

You may download the guide at this link: 
http://seattlevaad.org/passover/ 
 

If you have any questions about the guide, you can contact the 
synagogue to reach Rabbi Benzaquen at info@magaindavid.com. 
 
 
 

Online Form for Sale of Hametz  
This year, there is an easy online form for the sale of Hametz.  
Simply visit this link: https://goo.gl/forms/1jPCPIMvwbvgfOvu2. 
 
If you prefer the paper form, email info@magaindavid.com. 


